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How to Read a Research Paper 
(RRP)?

▶ Questions to ask while reading a research paper
It is important that you learn to read research papers critically, so here are some  
questions to ask yourself as you read and some tips on reading:
• What problem(s) are they solving? Why are these problems important?
• What did they really do? (as opposed to what the authors say or imply, they 

did)
• What is the contribution of the work? (i.e. what is interesting or new?)
• What methods are they using?
• Would you have solved the problem differently?
• Do all the pieces of their work fit together logically?• What were the results? Did they do what they set out to do? File
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Questions to Ask before selecting a 
Journal



Which journals are used by you or mentors/colleagues?

1. Review the journals you use for your research.
2. Which journals do you use frequently to keep track of new developments in your

field?
3. Which journals do you cite for your research?
4. Which journals are used by the main researchers in your area of research?
5. Does the professional organization you belong to publish any journals?

6. Also, check with your mentors and colleagues about journals they use—there may
be some journals that are highly recommended for your area of research.

7. Select journals may be more prestigious for tenure and promotion for
your  academic and research institution.



Who is your desired audience?

Knowing the scope and aim of the journal can help assess whether your  
article will reach the intended audience.
If the target audience is international, select a journal with an international  
focus.
If the target audience is limited to a select area of research, select a journal  
with a narrow focus as opposed to one with a multidisciplinary focus.
Topic specific journals may disseminate your work more efficiently to your
desired audience than a general science journal.
More specialized journals, even with a potentially smaller readership, may  
offer a broader dissemination of your work to your peers in a specific area  
of research.



Are you required to comply with public access
mandates for sharing of publications and/or data?

Authors whose articles were generated as a result of research  
funded by organizations such as NIH, Autism Speaks, CDC, among  
others, are required to comply with public access mandates for  
sharing of publications and/or data.

Check the Instructions for Authors section of the journal website  
or the Copyright Transfer Agreement form to confirm the journal  
allows authors to comply with public access mandates.



Do you need to publish in a peer-reviewed journal?

Publication in peer-reviewed journals is a requirement for tenure  
and promotion at most academic institutions.

Peer review: is defined as an organized procedure carried out by a  
select committee of professionals in evaluating the performance  
of other professionals in meeting the standards of their specialty.



What is the quality of the peer-review process?

 Does the journal provide clear and transparent
information  about the peer review process?

 Is the review process described on the journal website?
 How are the reviewers selected?
 Are they qualified to serve as reviewers?
 How many reviewers will be assigned to a manuscript?
 How are revisions handled?



Is an expedited review process desired?

 Do you have a specific manuscript type in mind? Some journals publish specific types of articles and
may not be appropriate for your research.

 What is the aim and scope of the journal? Is the journal appropriate for your research?
 What is the reputation of the journal? Is the journal published by a known publisher or 

professional
organization?

 Does the journal provide information on research integrity and ethics for authors? Policies related to
plagiarism, patient data, informed consent, duplicate publications, image integrity are noted by most  
journal publishers.

 Does the journal require reporting guidelines for reporting of research? Guidelines such as CONSORT,  
STROBE or PRISMA are examples of reporting guidelines. The purpose of standardized reporting  
guidelines is to ensure that readers can understand what was done, how and why.

 Does the journal follow best practices promoted by professional scholarly publishing organizations?  
Does the journal follow recommendations from professional scholarly publishing organizations such as  
the International Committee of Medical Journal Editors (ICMJE)?



Finding the right journal to publish in

• Elsevier Journal Finder:

Elsevier Journal Finder helps you find Elsevier journals  
that could be best suited for publishing your scientific  
article. The Journal Finder uses smart search technology  
and field-of-research specific vocabularies to match your  
article to Elsevier journals.

Link: https://journalfinder.elsevier.com/

https://journalfinder.elsevier.com/


• EndNote Match:

Find the Best Fit Journals for Your Manuscript.  
With a few key pieces of information—your title,  
abstract, and references—EndNote Match can help  
you find the right journal for your manuscript.

Link: https://endnote.com/product-details/manuscript-matcher/

Finding the right journal to publish in

https://endnote.com/product-details/manuscript-matcher/


• Journal/Author Name Estimator (JANE):

Have you recently written a paper, but you're not sure to  
which journal you should submit it? Or maybe you want  
to find relevant articles to cite in your paper? Or are 
youan editor, and do you need to find reviewers for
aparticular paper? Jane can help!

Link: https://jane.biosemantics.org/

Finding the right journal to publish in

https://jane.biosemantics.org/


•  Publish & Flourish Open Access:

FlourishOA is a resource for identifying high-
quality,  high-value open access journals.

Link: http://flourishoa.org/

Finding the right journal to publish in

http://flourishoa.org/


• Springer Journal Suggester:

Use the Springer Journal Selector to search for all  
Springer and BioMed Central journals to find a journal  
for your manuscript.

Link: https://journalsuggester.springer.com/

Finding the right journal to publish in

https://journalsuggester.springer.com/


• Think. Check. Submit:

Think. Check. Submit. is a campaign to help researchers  
identify trusted journals for their research. It is a simple  
checklist researchers can use to assess the credentials of a  
journal or publisher.

Link: https://thinkchecksubmit.org/

Finding the right journal to publish in

https://thinkchecksubmit.org/


•  Web of Science Master List:

The Web of Science Master list contains a list of  
approximately 24,000 journals indexed by the Web of  
Science platform. A manuscript matcher tool is also  
available.

Link: https://mjl.clarivate.com/home

Finding the right journal to publish in

https://mjl.clarivate.com/home


• AAMC Annotated Bibliography of Journals for Educational Scholarship 2019:  
The AAMC Annotated Bibliography provides scholars and researchers with  
detailed information about the topics, types of manuscripts, and audiences  
for more than 60 journals that publish health professions education  
manuscripts.

• Directory of Open Access Journals (DOAJ): DOAJ contains more than 10,000  
open access journals covering all areas of science, technology, medicine,  
social science and humanities. DOAJ is co-author to the Principles of  
Transparency and Best Practice in Scholarly Publishing (Principles), a list of  
criteria used for listing of journals and DOAJ  members are expected to  
follow these principles as a condition of membership.

Journal Listings
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Journal Listings

• Embase Journal List: Embase provides 32 million+ records from  
almost 8,300 currently published journals and includes six  
million+ records and 2,900+ journals that are not covered by  
MEDLINE.

• Journals that Follow the ICMJE Recommendations:  Consult this  
list for journals whose editors or publishers have contacted the  
International Committee of Medical Journal Editors (ICMJE) to  
request listing as a journal that follows the ICMJE's  
Recommendations for the Conduct, Reporting, Editing and  
Publication of Scholarly Work in Medical Journals.

https://www.elsevier.com/solutions/embase-biomedical-research/embase-coverage-and-content
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• NLM Catalog: Journals Currently Indexed by MEDLINE/PubMed:  
This resource is a list of journals currently indexed in MEDLINE.

• Scopus Journal List: Check the Scopus list of indexed journals  
including those no longer indexed due due to publication  
concerns.

• Web of Science Master Journal List: The Master Journal List  
includes all journal titles covered in Web of Science.

Journal Listings
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How to create your Academic 
profile?

▶ In this Section we will know how to create a google scholar  
account (Online) and activate it and how to add his/her  
publications.

▶ A quick overview of ORCID account and how to create
one(Online).

▶ How to register for a Scopus account 
(Online)▶ Linking all these accounts to Our Academic staff

profile  (Online)



Reference
s

licensed under a▶ How to Reada Scientific Paper by Michael Fosmire is  Creative 
Commons Attribution-NonCommercial-ShareAlike 4.0 International License.

●How to read a paper by S. Keshav.  
http://www.sigcomm.org/ccr/drupal/files/p83-keshavA.p
df
●Reading scientific papers (at Purdue)
http://www.lib.purdue.edu/phys/inst/scipaper.html
●General writing resources (at Purdue) 
 http://owl.english.purdue.edu/
●Connotea – reference organizer  
http://www.connotea.org/
●Zotero – firefox extension 

reference manager
http://www.zotero.org/
●Comparison of reference manager software tools available  
http://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Comparison_of_reference_management_softwa
re
• https://beckerguides.wustl.edu/c.php?g=648201&p=4545487
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Reference
s

• Academics and scientists: Beware of predatory journal publishers

• Beware of Predatory Publishers: Substandard Journals Exploit Open-Access Model

• Cope Discussion Document: Predatory Publishing

• Guidance to Help Inform Your Decision About a JournalLearn more about selecting a journal for publication using guidance from Publons
(https://publons.com/home/).

• How do you know a paper is legit?

• Identifying predatory or pseudo-journalsThis World Association of Medical Editors (WAME) document aims to provide guidance to help editors, researchers,  
funders, academic institutions and other stakeholders distinguish predatory journals from legitimate journals.

• Phony vs. Legit Publishing

• Predatory or Deceptive Publishers – Recommendations for Caution

• Publishing tips from a journal editor: selecting the right journal

• Watch out for predatory journals, and consider retract/replace, suggests medical journal group

• What is a predatory journal? A scoping review

• Why Organizations, Researchers & Patients Are Falling Prey to Predatory JournalsPresentation by Kelly Cobey.

• Selecting a Journal for Publication: Criteria to ConsiderCommentary on selecting a journal published in Missouri Medicine, November/December 2019.
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